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48.
THE   LORD   SAY.

William Fiennes, created Viscount Say and Sek 1624.

Born 1582.   Died 1662.
By CLARENDON

The last of those Councillors, which were made after
the faction praevayled in Parliament, who were all made
to advance an accommodation, and who adhered to the
Parliament, was the Ld Say, a man who had the deepest

10 hande in the originall contrivance of all the calamities
which befell that unhappy kingdome, though he had not
the least thought of dissolvinge the Monarchy, and lesse
of levellinge the rankes and distinctions of men, for no
man valewed himselfe more upon his title, or had more
ambition to make it greater, and to rayse his fortune,
which was but moderate for his title. He was of a prowde,
morose, and sullen nature, conversed much with bookes,
havinge bene bredd a scholar, and (though nobly borne)
a fellow of New-Colledge in Oxforde, to which he claymed

20 a right, by the Allyance he prsetended to have from
William of Wickam the Founder, which he made good by
such an unreasonable Pedigre through so many hundred
yeeres, halfe the tyme wherof extinguishes all relation of
kinred, however upon that pretence that Colledge hath
bene seldome without one of that Lds family. His parts
were not quicke, but so much above those of his owne
ranke, that he had alwayes greate creditt and authority
in Parliament, and the more for takinge all opportunityes